
Board of Municipal Utilities 
Meeting Minutes 

May 6, 2025 
201 Miller Road 
Avon Lake, Ohio 

 
Call to Order – Roll Call 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30PM. The meeting was held in-person using web-based 
video conferencing technology and streamed live over Facebook and YouTube.   
 
Present: Mr. Dzwonczyk, Mr. Mondello, Mr. Rickey, Mr. Rush, and Mrs. Schnabel.  
 
Also present: CUE Munro, CUO Yuronich, Business & Financial Coordinator Logan, Attorney 
Anthony Coyne of Mansour Gavin, Officer Bockelman of the Avon Lake Police Department, 
Councilwoman Amy Gentry, resident Gerald Phillps and resident William Zimmerman. 
 
Approve Minutes 
 
Mr. Dzwonczyk presented the Minutes of the April 15, 2025 regular meeting.  With no additional 
changes, additions or corrections noted, he ordered that the minutes stand and be distributed as 
presented. 
 
Public Speakers  
 
Avon Lake resident Mr. Gerald Phillips spoke again about how he feels that the City of Avon 
Lake should not have allowed Avon Lake Environmental Redevelopment Group (ALERG) to 
make a connection to the city’s storm sewer system.   
 
Avon Lake resident Mr. William Zimmerman informed the Board that someone had left two 
pieces of coal in his mailbox.  Mr. Zimmerman alleged that these two pieces of coal came from 
the former power plant coal yard and he stated that he did not feel it had been properly 
remediated.  Mr. Zimmerman also stated that he feels the runoff from that property should not 
be going into the lake through the storm sewer connection. 
 
Correspondence 
 
None. 
 
Expenditures 
 
Following review of expenses for funds and amounts as follows, Mr. Rickey moved, Mrs. 
Schnabel seconded, to approve the expenditures of April 11 through May 1, 2025:  
 
 Water Fund 701 $ 241,048.68 
 Water Distribution Fund 723  $ 139,283.79 
 Wastewater Fund 721 $ 243,013.33 
 Sewer Collection Fund 722  $ 145,159.28 
 ETL1 Fund 703 $ 35,713.17 
 ETL2 Fund 762 $ 27,755.03 
 LORCO Fund 749 $ 5,933.00 
 Water Construction Fund 704  $ 669,532.19 
 Wastewater Construction Fund 724 $ 71,060.87 
 West Ridge Interconnect Fund 702 $ 326.52 
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Ayes (per voice vote): Dzwonczyk, Mondello, Rickey, Rush, and Schnabel 
Nays: None 
Motion carried. 
 
 
Organizational Chart 

Mr. Munro stated that after the Board had approved the new job descriptions the organizational 
chart needed to be updated to reflect those additions.  Mr. Munro added that there are still a few 
open positions that are currently being advertised but that names of current ALRW employees 
were listed so that the Board could become familiar with them.  Mr. Munro stated that there has 
been a lot of interest in the open positions, especially the Business Development Director 
position.  Mr. Rickey inquired if the lines showing the hierarchy of the Engineering Department 
were correctly listed as it does not show the Engineering Services Manager as having any direct 
reports.  Mr. Munro replied that this was a formatting error and would be corrected.  Mr. Rickey 
also inquired if the Senior Professional Engineer position was a stepping stone to replace the 
Engineering Services Manager when he retires.  Mr. Munro stated that it could very well be.  Mr. 
Rickey also inquired if ALRW was putting out feelers for the Engineering Services Manager 
position as the current employee is approaching the end of his career.  Mr. Munro stated that 
filling the Senior Professional Engineer position is the current priority as that build up the 
strength and knowledge of the staff to prepare for upcoming retirements.   
 
Mr. Rush inquired if filling the Engineer position was something that will be happening in the 
near future.  Mr. Munro stated that it was not an immediate need and that Mr. Jarod Larson has 
just completed his Master’s Degree and will be receiving his PE stamp any day so that was why 
he was promoted to the Professional Engineer.  Mr. Munro stated that the goal is to continue to 
develop Mr. Larson and it would be beneficial to bring in a more experienced engineer to allow 
time for Mr. Larson to continue to gain knowledge.  Mr. Munro stated that it’s possible that 
further down the line Mr. Larson could develop into the Engineering Services Manager.  Mr. 
Munro added that Ms. Stella Davisson has been completing her internship at ALRW while she 
works towards her engineering degree at the University of Toledo.  Mr. Munro stated that staff 
has been very pleased with the quality of Ms. Davisson’s work and that she will be staying with 
the department and working over the summer and when she is home on breaks from school.  
Mr. Rickey inquired if not having that position filled would create problems by not having the 
additional engineer.  Mr. Munro stated that it will not create any hardship as staff will still see an 
increase of one employee.  Mr. Dzwonczyk inquired what field of engineering degree Ms. 
Davisson was pursuing and Mr. Munro stated that it was environmental engineering.   
 
Mr. Rickey also inquired how the Maintenance Specialist position fit into the hierarchy.  Mr. 
Munro stated that this position used to be called Maintenance Man One (MM1) and the previous 
person in that role was Mr. Kimevski prior to advancing to the Facility and Asset Manager.  Mr. 
Langermeier was the MM1 at the Water Reclamation Facility.  Mr. Munro added that now those 
positions aren’t assigned to either of the plants but will work wherever needed such as the 
LORCO system and maintenance and/or troubleshooting anywhere in the system. 
 
 
Water Filtration Plant Operator 
 
Mr. Yuronich informed the Board that staff had interviewed a candidate for the position of Water 
Filtration Plant Operator.  Mr. Yuronich stated that Mr. Andrew Pickworth holds a Class III 
license from the Ohio EPA and has almost a decade of experience and appears to be a very 
qualified and motivated individual.  Mr. Yuronich added that in the past, operators that have 
worked at smaller facilities adjust very well to working in Avon Lake due to having hands on 
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experience with the entire plant as well as being used to performing a lot of their duties alone.  
Mr. Yuronich stated that Mr. Pickworth will begin May 12, 2025 at Step 3 and will make $32.15 
per hour.  Mr. Dzwonczyk inquired which plant he had previously worked at and Mr. Yuronich 
responded that it was the Village of Wellington, OH.   
 
Project Updates 
 
Power Plant Update:  Mr. Yuronich stated that the project manager for Charah, Mr. Wayne 
Woodruff had provided him with some pictures showing the power plant before demolition had 
begun and the current state of the property.  Mr. Yuronich stated that the current work of 
demolishing the administration building and wall along Lake Rd. continues.  Mr. Dzwonczyk 
inquired what was going to be done with stockpile of crushed material shown in the pictures.  
Mr. Yuronich stated that it was going to be removed from the site.  Mr. Yuronich added that 
Charah had completed the work of disconnecting the water and sewer connections and that 
ALRW staff had performed the inspection and completed all of the necessary documentation.  
Mr. Yuronich stated that they do still have access to water through a fire hydrant.  Mr. 
Dzwonczyk inquired if the structures on the shoreline fall under the jurisdiction of the Army 
Corps of Engineers.  Mr. Munro stated that he believes it falls under the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources (ODNR) and that it is a submerged land lease.  Mr. Rush inquired what 
became of the water intake and discharge structures on the site.  Mr. Munro stated that those 
were physically cut, disconnected and sealed off.  Mr. Munro added that when the facility was in 
operation, they had a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit just like 
the Water Reclamation Facility does.   
 
ETL Design Services:  Mr. Yuronich stated the Attorney Connie Carr, ALRW staff and 
employees of Avient held a virtual meeting to discuss maintenance of traffic and how the 
construction would affect a rail spur that is located on their property.  Mr. Yuronich stated that 
before they grant an easement, they wanted to ensure that they would still be able to accept 
deliveries and maintain access to their property during the construction.  Mr. Yuronich added 
that there were multiple ways the ETL line could be installed under those tracks, either through 
boring underneath or open cutting and reassembling the rail lines.  Mr. Dzwonczyk inquired if 
the rail lines were the ones running to the former Lesko property.  Mr. Yuronich was unsure but 
thought that might be the case.  Mr. Dzwonczyk inquired if that rail spur complied with ODOT 
standards and was still active.  Mr. Munro stated that this rail spur actually was all located on 
Avient’s property and was a private rail line and not the one Mr. Dzwonczyk was referring to.  
Mr. Rickey added that there were two recent breaks on the ETL and inquired what the timeline 
was for getting this pipe replaced.  Mr. Munro stated that the agreements for the consortium 
members need to be updated prior to this project proceeding.  Mr. Munro stated that the original 
agreements only reference construction of the ETLs and not the suction line.  Mr. Munro stated 
that the draft agreements will be presented at the consortium meeting on May 15, 2025 and 
based off of those discussions, new agreements will need to be signed in order to finalize the 
timeline as well as finish procuring the easements before the project can go out to bid. 
 
WFP Improvements:  Mr. Yuronich presented a drone photo of the entire Water Filtration Plant 
to provide a visual reference on the size of the new chemical feed structure.  Mr. Yuronich 
stated that the scaffold and concrete forms have been installed to allow for the roof support 
beams to be poured.  Mr. Yuronich added that once the concrete has cured the forms and 
scaffolds will be removed and at that point the various trades can begin installing the electrical, 
plumbing and masonry.  Mr. Yuronich then referenced photos of the new filters showing the 
view from the existing filters looking through the basement wall cut-out and pointed out the rebar 
and piping that had been installed. 
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Techwin Project: Mr. Yuronich stated that the electrical work is progressing that will supply 
power to the container that houses the production equipment and bulk chemical storage 
building.  Mr. Yuronich also stated that pads are being installed for the transformers.  Mr. 
Yuronich added that Techwin will have staff onsite the week of May 12, 2025 to perform the 
repairs on equipment that was damaged during the shipping of the container.  Mr. Rickey added 
that he had heard that Mr. Yuronich and Mr. Gibboney had presented to the North Coast Rotary 
on the Techwin project and that it was very well received. 
   
CUE Report 

Mr. Munro informed the Board that he had met with Ohio Representative Gayle Manning and 
discussed a proposed House Bill pertaining to the operation and maintenance of fire hydrants.  
Mr. Munro stated that this bill is overreaching as to what would be required.  Mr. Munro added 
that Avon Lake Fire Chief Betsa had also provided feedback that it would present an undue 
hardship to his and other fire departments.  Mr. Munro informed the Board that Chief Betsa had 
discussed this bill with the Representative that had introduced it and learned that it resulted from 
the Representative being a volunteer fireman [Representative Thomas Hall is a member of the 
Madison Township Volunteer Fire Department in Richland County, Ohio] and when they had 
responded to a structure fire, encountered five unworking fire hydrants that were a result of lack 
of maintenance.  Mr. Munro added that the water utility in this small town was a private water 
company and not a publicly owned organization.   
 
Mr. Munro stated that some of the proposed requirements were yearly inspection and flow tests 
of all hydrants within a distribution system.  Mr. Munro stated that in Avon Lake each hydrant is 
flushed yearly by the ALFD and that any deficiencies are documented and given to the ALRW 
Facilities and Asset Manager so that repairs can be made.  
 
Mr. Munro stated that another aspect of this bill that would present difficulty is that it states each 
water main a hydrant is connected to would need inspected each year.  Mr. Munro stated that 
this is very vague and it is unclear what is meant by “inspected?”   
 
Mr. Dzwonczyk stated that Mr. Munro had said Representative Manning supports our views and 
requested clarification.  Mr. Munro stated that ALRW is in opposition to the bill in its current form 
and that he had advised Representative Manning that taking an approach similar to what is 
required by the OEPA’s Asset Management Rule would be much more feasible and that 
requires twenty-percent of valves be exercised annually so that every valve is operated at least 
once every five years.  Mr. Munro stated that the Representative that introduced the bill was 
open to feedback and revisions and hoped that will lead to something more manageable for 
utilities.  Mr. Dzwonczyk stated that this private water company is not driven by the same 
standards that are practiced by ALRW and that he feels the insurance companies for example 
should be motivating the companies to take better care of their systems. 
 
Mr. Munro also stated that it is National Drinking Water Week and thanked staff and colleagues 
in the water sector for all the work that they do to provide water to the public. 
 
Mr. Dzwonczyk inquired about the recent training that Mr. Munro had participated in.  Mr. Munro 
replied that he had attended the Ohio Rural Water Association conference.  Mr. Munro stated 
that he had the opportunity to speak with the director of ALRW’s largest customer, Mr. 
Waldecker of RLCWA, along with the CEO of DELCO Water out of Delaware County. 
  
Miscellaneous & Member Reports 

Mr. Dzwonczyk stated that he will be attending the consortium meeting of bulk water purchasers 
that will be held at Rural Lorain County Water Authority’s office on May 15, 2025 and will report 
on that at the next Board Meeting. 
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Public Speakers 

None. 
 
Executive Session 
 
The CUE requests to meet in Executive Session to discuss pending or imminent court action.  
The CUE does not anticipate any formal action upon reconvening the public meeting. 
 
Mr. Rush moved, Mr. Rickey seconded, to meet in executive session as allowed by ORC 
§121.22 (G)(3) to discuss pending or imminent court action and to include the CUE, the CUO, 
and Attorney Anthony Coyne of Mansour Gavin. 
 
Ayes (per roll-call vote): Dzwonczyk, Mondello, Rickey. Rush and Schnabel 
Nays: None 
Motion carried. 
 
The Board entered Executive Session at 7:28 PM 

The public meeting was reconvened at 8:13 PM. 

Adjourn 

As there was no further business, Mr. Rush moved, Mr. Rickey seconded, to adjourn. 
The meeting adjourned at 8:14 PM. 
 
Ayes (per voice vote): Dzwonczyk, Mondello, Rickey, Rush, and Schnabel. 
Nays: None 
Motion carried. 
 
Approved May 6, 2025. 
 
 
 
 
John Dzwonczyk, Chairman  Rob Munro, Clerk 
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